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ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET

Presenting AIAA Distinguished L ecturer

Robert (Gene) Austin

Director (retired)
Space Transportation and
Exploration Office
NASA Marshall Space Flight Center

“Future Space
Transportation,
Where Now?”

Abstract

The presentation provides a historical account of NASA'’s efforts in developing safe,
reliable, and low cost accessto Space since the mid 1980's, as well asa glimpse into
the future according to NASA’ s new vision for space exploration. The means of
exploration discussed covers the use of automated spacecraft to the planets, returning
humans to the Moon and sending humans on to Mars. The required Space
Trangportation Systems to accomplish this vision within the framework of NASA's

Budget will be Challenging. The Crew Exploration Vehicle (CEV), the first of the new elementsto be devel oped to meet
the requirement to phase the Shuttle out by 2010, istheinitial and critical element on this path. Clearly, afiscaly
responsible plan must be devel oped to accomplish thisimportant Vision, but NASA is moving aggressively to meet this

requirement.



DATE, TIME & PLACE ENU

Thursday, May 20, 2004 Buffet Choices:

H.J.E. Reid Conference Center (Building 1222) Chicken Cordon Blue
NASA Langley Research Center, Hampton VA Top Sirloin of Beef

Vegetarian Entree
5:30 PM Social (Cash bar) includes:
6:00 PM Dinner Tossed Salad, Rolls, Coffee/Tea,
7:00 PM Program Assorted Layer Cakes

Cost: $10.00 for Members/Guests, $12.00 for Non-members, $8.00 for Student Members. Non-membersjoining AIAA
at this event will receive a complementary dinner. Please pay at the door. Checks should be made out to AIAA.
Reservations arerequested by Thursday, May 13, 2004.
Contact: JohnLin  (757) 864-5556 j.c.lin@larc.nasa.gov

Alternate: LatuniaMelton (757) 864-1618 |.p.melton@larc.nasa.gov



